
online teaching tips and lesson ideas
for elementary and middle school general music



about me



Katie Wardrobe
Midnight Music

digital learning coach for music teachers 
podcaster, blogger, speaker



housekeeping

chat window: log in

tech issues? refresh the browser

Q&A at end

copy of slides – provided

moderator/admin: Martin Emo



other things

replay link with copy of slides 
emailed 24 hours after session

session is being recorded

free training every month

PD certificate link at end



first things first…



don’t panic!



your superpowers
you know your content

you know how to teach

you’re awesome



about this session
main tech tools you need

asynchronous teaching and learning

content: lesson & activity ideas

content: how to create & deliver



teaching online



two things you need

your content (lesson materials & resources)

delivery method (the tech)



rethink things (somewhat)

you can’t translate your lessons exactly [let that go]

be open, adaptable, flexible

consider challenges students are facing at home

dial it waaaaay back 



general tips
start with the basic/easy tech options

KEEP IT SIMPLE

avoid stress: not too many new things

focus on the MUSIC & learning outcomes



the basics



tech essentials

learning management system

live video conferencing tool

video recording software 

presentation/graphic design software



asynchronous vs synchronous

asynchronous offers flexibility

synchronous learning issues:  
internet, devices, need adults present

live sessions: still important (connection)



asynchronous teaching
make teaching videos

prepare handouts or digital resources

upload materials & share with students

video conference : live Q&A/discussion

you can record feedback



tips for asynchronous teaching

provide offline & online options

focus on reinforcement/practice

choice of activities

it’s ok to curate ready-made content



content: how to create & deliver



indispensable tools

video/audio creation software

presentation software



let’s talk video



face-to-camera

Dr Scott Watson & Abby Watson 
1st year band warm-ups



face-to-camera

Kaboom Percussion



face-to-camera



screen share



screen share



screen share



video: which tool?



what do you want to record?

record you in front of camera

record screen, narration, your face

record your screen & your narration 



best options: quick, easy & free

Loom

Screencastify

Flipgrid



video how-to



Screencastify & Loom

can record your tab audio

free Chrome extensions

Loom has iOS app

sharing videos is EASY

Screencastify has annotation



process for simple videos

click record

open Loom/Screencastify

get materials ready (digital or physical)

plan your video!

do your thing



Loom walk-through



2. click on Show advanced options

1. click Loom icon

to get started



recording settings

4. UNCHECK Flip Camera if recording an instrument

2. choose Full Desktop or Current Tab

1. choose whether to record screen, cam, both

3. select your camera

5. select mic

6. choose other settings



select screen

2. click Share button

1. click on the screen to be recorded



when finished…

4. privacy settings

2. edit video (optional)

1. edit title

3. download, duplicate 
delete & share options

5. quick link for sharing



your library



how to record website audio

2. click Current Tab

1. choose one of the screen options

3. check Include Tab Audio



start on a browser tab

recording a software app

switch to app during countdown



sharing videos in Google Classroom



best practice?

sharing video in Classroom

videos kept elsewhere (Youtube, 
Vimeo, Screencastify, Loom, Flipgrid)

add as a link in Google Classroom



sharing video in Classroom





about Flipgrid



Flipgrid

video responses

free

removes the pain of gathering 
videos from students

works on any device



students can…
submit playing assessments

sing

perform a rhythm

share a verbal response

teach someone something

enter a talent show



standalone video recorder

Flipgrid Shorts 

webcam, whiteboard, screen 
record, stickers, emoji, 

up to 10 minutes



Flipgrid Shorts : share

link or QR code

embed

Google Classroom, Teams, Remind

download



digital teaching materials



presentation software

think beyond traditional uses

graphic design tool

interactive digital activities

create printable materials



literacy



worksheets



playalong



playalong



Google Slides: drag and drop activity



slides for “lyrics video”



old MacDonald had a farm

e-i-e-i-o



and on that farm
he had a cow
e-i-e-i-o



with a moo, moo here

and a moo, moo there

here a moo there a moo

everywhere a moo, moo



old MacDonald had a farm

e-i-e-i-o



content: lesson & activity ideas



choice boards



choice/activity boards

grid: different activities in each square

students select which ones to complete

can involve a theme or categories



choice boards

shared by Mel Janelle:  
Music Educators Creating Online Learning Facebook Group



choice boards

shared by Elaine Ford (Mrs Fords Melodies on TpT):  
Music Educators Creating Online Learning Facebook Group



choice boards

shared by Megan Crews:  
E-Learning In Music Education Facebook Group



choice boards

shared by Joe O’Keeffe: 
Australian Classroom Music Teachers Group



choice boards

shared by Rachael Clakley:  
Music Educators Creating Online Learning Facebook Group



choice boards

shared by Laura Hunt:  
Music Educators Creating Online Learning Facebook Group



choice boards

shared by Cherie Herring:  
visit cphmusic.net 

clickable choice boards

shared as SeeSaw activities

http://cphmusic.net


choice boards

shared by Katie (!):  
Midnight Music



layout options

bingo tic tac toe categories by column



students can complete…

all the squares

3 in a row; 5 in a row

as many as they can

enough squares to reach point 
value target

a minimum of…

one from each column



activity types

sing

play

create

fun

listen

write



themes/topics

clapping games

found sounds

musical period/style

composer of the month

video game music

movie music



tips for choice boards
include offline and online options

involve family members 

use the home environment

flexible submission methods

due dates each week (or variation)



coming soon…

Midnight Music

30 Ideas for Choice Boards in The Elementary 
Classroom

Guide To Choice Boards In Music Education



content: ready-made



using ready-made content

supplement your own materials

don’t reinvent the wheel

you can curate and scaffold

use while you’re learning tech stuff!



SeeSaw activities



Flipgrid Disco Library



Musication



Visual Musical Minds



Beat Goes On Body Percussion

Ollie Tunmer



Kaboom Percussion



Elementary Groove Tracks



midnight music free activities

rap my name 
musical me 
What in the world musical instruments



beatboxer or singer?
free lesson



compose a mario-style 
video game theme

free lesson



melodic palindromes
free lesson



better than the original??
free lesson



boom snap clap
free lesson



preview!



more!

Amy Burns: MusTech.net

Cherie Herring: cphmusic.net 

Music Teacher Coffee Talk podcast

Google Teacher podcast

Shake Up Learning & Ditch That Textbook podcasts

Music Tech Teacher podcast (mine!)

http://MusTech.net
http://cphmusic.net


final thoughts



what’s next?

give it a go

done is better than perfect

keep it simple



more help?
FB Group: Music Educators Creating Online Learning

FB Group: E-Learning In Music Education

Midnight Music Facebook Page

Midnight Music Community



look after yourself!

just try your best

keep students making music

connection & music is important

the most important things



more help?
midnight music community

online PD (with certificates!)

community forum

see link under this video



pd certificate
midnightmusic.com.au/
coronamusic



thank you! webinar replay link to be sent 
within 24 hours

copy of my slides

other useful links

PD certificate form



question & answer time
what would you like to know?




